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Listing of Claims 

This listing of claims replaces all prior vex^sions , and 
listings, of claims in the applicacion : 

1, (Previously Prt^^^ented) App^tratus comprising; 

a first component configurGd to forward data baj=>ed on a 
lookup in a rouuing tablfi and to replace^ a deL^tination addreati 
in an Ethernet header of the data to identify a second 
conponent ; 

the second component configured to receive the data; and 
an intermediate component bridging the first component, and 

the second component to forward the data b-used on the x^eplaccd 

destination addrena. 

2. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 
comprising adcJi clonal inte.rmediato components bridging the first 
component and the second component to forward the data. 

2. (Original) The apparatu.9 of claim I wherein the firr>t 
component is configured to receive a packet from a first host 
and the second, component i& configured to deliver the packet to 
a second host . 

4. (Original) Thei apparatus of claim 3 wherein the 
routing table ujsed to set a path from the first component to the 
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second component is computed by deterodning a port that leads to 
the second host . 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the data 
comprist=j£3 a request for an addrc:;i:ii=f to whicli Lo send the packet; 
the first component is configured to foirward the request; the 
intermediate component in the path is configured to forward the 
request to the second component without looking up the routitig 
table; and the second componefit is configured to receive the 
request and to send its addresfj back to the first component, 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the dat:a 
part of a packet, and the first component is configured to 

encapsulate the packet with the address of the ^second component 
and to foi-ward the encapsulated packet through the intermediate 
component to the siecond component. 

7, (Previotisly Presented) The .apparatus: of claim 6 
wherein the intermediate component acts as i\ transparent bridge 
to forwa?:d Che request and the packet. 

8, (Original) The apparatus of claim 6 wherein the second 
component is configui^ed to :route the packet received thx^ough the 
intermediate component to a second host. 
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9. (Oriqinal) The appaicitus of claim 1 wherein the first 
component, the intei-medxate component, and the second component 
cTire connected through a i^etwork medium. 

10. (Original) The apparatus? of claim 9 wherein the 
network niedinm comprises Ethernet. 

11. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the 
routing system is configured to support address resolution 
protocol . 

12. (Previously Presented) A method compris^ing : 
performing a lookup in a routing table to determine a path 

to send data from a sender to a receiver; 

replacing a destination address in an Ethernet header o.f 
the data to identify a second component connected to the 
r ft c e i ve r ; an d 

forwarding the data, based on the replaced destination 
address, thi-ough an intermediate component between a first 
component connected to the sender and the second component. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12 farther comprir^ing : 
forwarding the data without looking up the routing table 

through additional intermediate components between the first 
component and the second component . 
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1^. (Oi-iginal) The method of claim 12 further comprising: 
?iending a packet from the sender to the first component; 

and 

routine] the data comprJ.sing a request for cm address of the 
second componont from the first component. 

If3. (Original) The method of claim lA further comprising: 
forwarding the request through the iatermGidiate components; 

and 

sending a. reply from the second component to the 
intermediate comf)onent; and 

forwarding the reply from the intermediate component 
without looking up the routing table to the first component. 

16, (Original) The method of claim 12 further comprising; 
encapsulating the data comprising a packet with addresjs 

information of the second component; and 

forwarding the encapsulated packet to the second component 
through the :i. ntt^ r mediate component without looking up the 
routing table - 

17, (Original) The method of claim 16 further comprising: 
routing the packet from the second component to the 

receiver . 
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.18. (Currently Amended) An article comprising one_aji 
f,l}.9£?. Tn^chiiie- readable me^K-i-tfn media that e-toi^^a £tor<^': rn^-ichine- 
executable instructions for causing a-H^ia-e-h-i-iie one or ino ro 
machl nes to: 

perform a look up in a routing table to determine a path to 
send data from a sender to a receiver; 

replace a de^-it inat ion address in an Ethernet header of t.he. 
data to identify a second component connected to the receiver; 
and 

forward the data, ba>?ed on the replaced destination 
addref:58, through an intermediate component betwoczi a first 
component connected to the sender and the second component . 

IS). (Currently Amended) The article of claim 18 further 
causing the ?H€»<?.' h.ino one ox- mor e mach ines to: 

forward the data, without looking up the routing table, 
through additional intermediate component.^ between the first 
coniponent and the second component . 

20. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 18 further 

causing the* mach one o r morx ^ mach ineii^ to; 

senr3 a packet from the sender to the first component; and 
route the data comprising a request for an address of the 

second component from the first component. 

6 

PAGE 7/16' RCVD AT 3/6/2006 7:55:47 PM [Eastern Standard Time]' ^ 



* 03/06/2008 ir:00 FAX 1 858 678 5099 FISH AND RICHARDSON lgl008/016 

AUlorney'ij Docker. No. i Intel I0559-22900:1,/P87^;>*1 

21. (Currently Amended) The arcicie of claim 20 further 
causing the maei4'i-r4e one or more machineg to: 

forwaird Che request through the intermediate components; 

and 

send a reply from the second component to t}ie intermevdiv^te 
component ; and 

forward the reply from the intermediate component, without 
looking up the x"outing table, to the first component, 

22. (Ciirrently Amendt^d) The article of claim 18 further 
causing the mach inc orie or more machj^tes to; 

encapsxilcite the data comprising a packet with addre^^i^J 
information of the GGCond component; and 

forward the encapsulated packet to the second component 
through the intermediate component without looking up the 
routing table, 

23, (Currently Amended) The article of claim 22 further 
causing the maci-virne one o r more machines to: 

route the packet from the second component to the receiver, 

24, (PreviouEJly Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 
wherein the apparatusij comprises a. modularized netwoxrk element 
that includes the fix-st component, the second compoT^ent, and the 
intermediate component y the position of the components in the 
network element changing baaed on a path of the data. 
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25. (Previously Presented) The apparat.us of claim ?A , 
whei:ei n : 

the first component: comprises a ingress:; component of the 
modularized nff?twork element; and 

the r^econd component compz^itjes a egress component of the 
modu.U=irized netwox-k element, 

26. (Previously PreGGntcd) The method of claim 12 wherein 
pti-rf orining the lookup to determine the path comprises performing 
the lookiAp to ^determine the path in a modulv^rlzed network 
element that includes the Circt component, the second component, 
and the Intermediate component, the posiition of the components 
i.n the network element c^l^ulging based on the pci th. 

27- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, 
wherein : 

the firut component comprise© a ingress component of the 
modularized network element; cind 

the second component comprises a egress component of the 
modular! ised network clement. 

28. (Currently Amended) The article of claim IS further 
cau:=;ing t?ie machiw> one or more ma chineg to: 

pertorm the look up to determine the path in a modul ciri::ed 
network element that includes the first component, the cecond 
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cornponenu, .-Mid the intcrmc'dia te componenr. ^ the position of the 
compozients in the network element changing based on the poitbi, 

29. (Previously Pre£?entGd) The article of claim 28, 
where i i\ ; 

the first component compri^jei:? ingres^s component of the 
modularized network element ; and 

the secorid component comprise.^ a egre^ss component of the 
modularized network element. 
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